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obedient to him. Rubruck's answer to this suggestion was
that he would willingly persuade the Emperor to turn
Christian, 'For I came for this purpose, to preach thus unto
air; but he could not promise him that the French and the
Pope would pay him tribute.1
On Christmas Day, the Great Khan granted the ambas-
sadors an audience, and because it was Christmas they
sang at his gate the hymn:
*A soils ortus cardine,
Et usque Terrae limitem,
Christum canamus Principem,
Natum Maria Virgine.' 2
On this occasion, however, Rubruck's oration was of no
avail, for the Emperor had not recovered from the previous
night's jubilation and heavy drinking. During a second
meeting, they sang 'Veni Sancte Spiritus' in his presence
and ^after listening to the Nestorian's argument in praise
of his creed as against all others, the Great Khan departed,
leaving his queen to distribute gifts to the monks.3 It is
interesting to note that the tutor of Mongka's eldest son
was a Nestorian called David.4 The Eastern Christians
appear to have been much in favour at the imperial court.
On one occasion an Armenian fled to the Great Khan to
complain that a church in his native land had been destroyed
by the Saracens, and the Tatar ordered that it should be
rebuilt at his expense from the tribute paid by Persia and
Greater Armenia.5 Rubruck does not conceal his bitter
hatred of the Greek and Nestorian schismatics in Mongolia,
although he indirectly testifies to their activity in that field.
He tells us, for instance, that the Nestorians 'baptized in the
Vigil of Easter more than threescore persons very orderly',
and that all Christians rejoiced at this triumph.6 It is more
than doubtful whether he himself achieved any measure of
success in converting others or even in impressing the Great
1 ib., 1. c.                         2 ib., 77.                            3 ib., 87.
4 ib., 90. Rubruck describes David as ca very Drunkard', but his verdict
is not to be accepted without reservations, for David was a 'loathsome
schismatic'.
6ib., 91.    The cost amounted to 200 jascots or 2,000 marks.
eib., 107.